Behcet's disease is a multisystem disease characterised by the clinical triad of oral ulcers, genital ulcers and uveitis.
Abstract
Behcet's disease is a multisystem disease characterised by the clinical triad of oral ulcers, genital ulcers and uveitis. Nervous system involvement is frequent and occasionally precedes other manifestations. Behcet's disease is not frequently considered in the differential diagnosis -of papilloedema. We report four cases of Behcet's disease in which papilloedema occurred with or without dural sinus thrombosis. MRI is of great value in the investigation of such patients as it can demonstrate venous sinus thrombosis non-invasively or suggest the diagnosis by showing the associated parenchymal lesions secondary to small vessel pathology.
Behcet's disease is recognised as a multisystem disease. Besides the classic triad of recurrent oral ulcers, genital ulcers and uveitis a wide spectrum of signs have been reported.'
Any part of the neuraxis can be involved with a predilection to the brainstem and diencephalon. CT scan is useful in showing changes compatible with dural thrombosis.'2 But it is less sensitive than angiography and a negative CT does not rule out dural sinus thrombosis.' 016
Decreased fibrinolytic activity was reported in some patients with pseudotumour cerebri and suggested an unfavourable prognosis associated with recurrence or severe complications.25 Diminished fibrinolytic activity in the peripheral blood of patients with Behcet's disease has also been reported. 26 This may partly explain the predilection of patients with Behcet's disease to develop thrombotic events in general, and dural sinus thrombosis in particular with subsequent raised intracranial pressure. Our data are consistent with this observation. Another potential cause for pseudotumour cerebri in these patients includes sudden withdrawal of corticosteroids, this was not the case in any of our patients.
We recommend MRI in patients with Behcet's disease presenting with papilloedema and support the theory that these may be due to dural sinus thrombosis.
